Introduction
As the Victorian period began, literary depictions of childhood were influenced from two main directions. On the one hand, there was the figure of the idealized Romantic child, typically conceived as naturally innocent and close to God, most famously in Wordsworth's poem "Ode: Intimations of Immortality from Recollections of Early Childhood" (1807), in which children arrive into the world "Trailing clouds of glory [. . .] / From God who is our home." On the other hand, there was the child of Evangelical tracts, thought to be naturally sinful and in need of constant discipline and vigilance. At the same time, the ongoing legacy of Rousseau's conception of childhood as a space of natural freedom, as laid out most fully in his Émile, or On Education (1762), continued to exert an influence. As many critics have observed, the literature of the Victorian period not only registered and developed these dichotomous visions of childhood, but also added new perspectives of its own. Increasingly, scientific and evolutionary accounts of childhood emerged, driven by the new theories and discoveries of the age, such as the publication of Darwin's On the Origin of Species in 1859. Charles Kingsley, H. G. Wells, and Rudyard Kipling were among the writers who explored these theories. Material factors also had an impact, including reductions in child mortality brought about by improvements in sanitation and disease prevention, although mortality rates for infants under age one remained stubbornly high in 1900 at over 15 percent, ensuring that childhood illness and death remained powerful themes throughout the period. Perhaps the most important development within Victorian fiction, though, was psychological in nature, as childhood came to be seen as a time of complex and unruly passions that formed, foreshadowed, and at times threatened the adult world. This tendency was particularly acute in the realist novel, where it contributed to the ongoing evolution of the Bildungsroman, or coming-of-age novel, as a genre. For literary scholars, a relatively small group of novels and novelists have often been taken as emblematic of Victorian conceptions of childhood, including Charlotte Brontë's Jane Eyre (1847) ; Charles Dickens's The Old Curiosity Shop (1841) , Dombey and Son (1848) , and Great Expectations (1860); George Eliot's The Mill on the Floss (1860); Lewis Carroll's "Alice" stories (1865 and 1871); and Henry James's The Turn of the Screw (1898). More recently, critical interest has also turned to writers of children's fiction and fantasy, such as Charlotte Yonge and George MacDonald, and to popular children's periodicals, including the Boy's Own Paper and the Girl's Own Paper. For more information about the latter, the related Oxford Bibliographies article in Victorian Literature "Children's Literature" is of interest. Probably the most influential line of modern criticism, inaugurated by scholars such as Philippe Ariès in the 1960s and Jacqueline Rose in the 1980s, has developed the idea that Victorian childhood was socially and discursively produced by and for adults, rather than being a preexisting natural state. Studies in this tradition continue to bear fruit and often intersect with issues of gender, sexuality, and family life or with major social changes, such as the growth of economic individualism, the expansion of the British Empire, and the development of the modern education system. By contrast, research on Victorian poetry and drama has been limited, leaving significant scope for original work in these fields.
General Overviews
Two classic studies of modern childhood are Ariès 1962 and Coveney 1967 , both of which place the Victorian period within the wider context of the longue durée of post-medieval Western culture. Of the two, Coveney's book devotes more time to literature. Boas 1966 also helped to frame the terms of contemporary debate, which defines childhood as a modern-day cult that seeks a symbolic return to nature. Fass 2013 and Roberts 2002 are helpful short introductions to the current state of the field, whereas Banerjee 1996 and Frost 2009 are longer overviews of childhood in Victorian literature and culture. For those interested in literature aimed at children, McCulloch 2004 is particularly important, though its discussion of the ideological production of childhood also gives it a wider appeal. Berry 1999 is one of the best treatments of canonical Victorian novels in relation to childhood, laying out a convincing narrative around the transformations effected during the period. Locke 2011 considers Victorian childhood in the context of analyzing ten self-selected "great novels" but his text is less focused than those by Banerjee, Frost, or Berry. Originally published in French, this classic text lays out the argument that European childhood was invented or "discovered" in the 17th century, rather than being a natural state. Very influential within literary studies, including Victorian studies, but remains controversial as a historical account.
Banerjee, Jacqueline. Through the Northern Gate: Childhood and Growing Up in British Fiction, 1719 -1901 . New York: Peter Lang, 1996 Argues both that childhood was a major literary concern before the Romantic period and that children in Victorian literature should be considered as psychologically complex. A good introduction to the field. Opposes two different models of history-the progressive "millenary" conception and the regressive "Golden Age" conception-arguing that although childhood engages with both, it predominantly represents the dream of a return to nature. Tends to make broad generalizations, but is impressive in its range of scholarship. Considers canonical depictions of children in ten major novels from the 18th to the 20th century, with the Victorian novel represented by Great Expectations and The Turn of the Screw. Does little to challenge existing accounts of the texts, but is worth consulting for those studying Dickens or James. Provides a general introduction to Victorian children's literature and its relation to developing conceptions of childhood. Takes Carroll's "Alice" as its starting point and traces the origins of Victorian ideas on childhood in 18th-century debates involving Locke and Rousseau, as well as Romantic writers. Offers students a good place to start on fairy tales, moral stories, adventure tales, and family narratives.
Essay Collections
Two of the essay collections here-Avery and Briggs 1989 and Lesnik-Oberstein 2004-focus on children's literature, an area that has seen significant scholarly interest in recent decades. Although neither collection is essential, both contain some material of relevance to Victorian childhood. Gavin 2012 is widest in its scope, covering British literature from the medieval to the early 21st century and helpfully putting Victorian writing in a wider context, although losing some specificity in the process. At the other end of the spectrum is Phillips 1971, which exclusively collects essays that address Carroll's "Alice" books from the Victorian period on. Denisof 2008 examines the links among childhood, capitalism, and consumption in the 19th century, retaining an effective and compelling focus despite its broad range of contributors, whereas Jacobson 2000 takes empire as its focus and pays attention mainly to Dickens. Collects major critical essays on Carroll's "Alice" stories published until 1971. Given the centrality of Carroll's novels to popular and critical conceptions of Victorian childhood, this text is worth consulting beyond its primary audience of Carroll scholars.
Websites and Databases
Other than the website Representing Childhood, which looks at childhood from a broad historical standpoint, the major online resources in this field are subsets of websites that cover Victorian or 19th-century literature in general. Most substantial of these is Nineteenth Century Collections Online, an online scholarly archive that is the most extensive of its type for this period but requires a subscription. Victorian Web and Childhood and Children's Literature are useful for students seeking a general introduction to the topic. Among the best Victorian blogs to include material on childhood are The Little Professor and The Victorianist. A multidisciplinary database that gathers library and archive content, including a substantial section related to childhood. Contains literary, historical, and periodical texts. Available online by subscription.
Representing Childhood.
Scholarly website interested in representations of childhood from the medieval to the early 21st century, hosted by the University of Pittsburgh. Includes an introductory essay on the "Victorian Child" by Marah Gubar, as well as a short bibliography and links to further resources.
The Victorian Web.
This regularly updated scholarly website covers a wide range of Victorian topics. Contains a section focusing on children's literature, with essays by Jacqueline Banerjee on "Ideas of Childhood in Victorian Children's Fiction" and the "Death of Children." The website's layout is now somewhat dated.
The Victorianist.
A UK-based blog covering a range of Victorian topics. Has not been updated since 2014, but remains an interesting archive for students and general readers. Posts on childhood include a popular 2010 article on "Working Children of the 19th Century."
Childhood and the Family
Although it has become commonplace to state that the Victorians fetishized middle-class family life, several critics have probed familial relations in more depth, often emphasizing instances in which ideal families are undermined or placed in question. Grylls 1978 is one of the first major studies of the parent-child relationship in Victorian literature, seeing it as complex and dichotomous. Segal 1992 and Bowlby 2013 focus primarily on the parental side of the relationship. Both are theoretically informed and put forward a strong thesis, although the latter is more directly relevant to Victorianists. Peters 2000 and Thiel 2008 consider broken or nonstandard families, the former through the trope of the orphan and the latter by addressing a range of alternative family structures operating in the period. Adrian 1984 and Schor 1999 (both cited under Childhood in Dickens) look specifically at Dickens's depictions of family, whereas Navailles 1983 considers the Victorian working-class family from a historical perspective. Classic work on parent-child relations and still a good starting point. Although taking a predominantly literary approach, Grylls draws on a range of interdisciplinary sources in exploring this topic and considers the Victorians' paradoxical belief in both natural innocence and original sin. Focuses on lesser-known children's literature to explore how Victorian literature not only propagated reassuring myths of the ideal family with the child at its center, but also depicted "transnormative" families, which have nonstandard familial structures. Chapter 2 (pp. 43-72) on the figure of the destitute child is especially strong.
Childhood in Dickens
Dickens has attracted more dedicated scholarly work on childhood than any other Victorian writer, extending far beyond the primary reference points cited in this section. His novels have often been read as opening debates with far-reaching significance for both Victorian and childhood studies. Two important early texts are Donovan 1968 and Wilson 1970, both of which emphasize the centrality of childhood to Dickens's work. These studies set the stage for Adrian 1984 , Andrews 1994 , Sadrin 1994 , and Schor 1999 , which delve in more detail into various aspects of Dickens's concern with childhood, covering the parent-child relationship, young-old characters, money and inheritance, and dichotomous daughters, respectively. Somewhat more general in its approach is Merchant and Waters 2015, an essay collection using memory and imagination as a loose theme. A historicist study suggesting that Dickens used children to reflect on the society in which he lived by drawing out both its best and worst aspects. Utilizes a broad range of Dickens's novels. Part of the expanding literature on Dickens and childhood, this essay collection is not groundbreaking but is helpful on the rich theme of the way in which childhood and adulthood relate in Dickens's work, especially through the working of memory and the imagination. A classic introduction to the topic that argues Dickens was fascinated by the mystical and ambiguous nature of childhood. Now largely superseded, however.
Childhood and Gender
In line with the growing interest in gender in Victorian studies since the 1970s, work on the relation of gender to Victorian childhood and literature has generated a large number of books, in both cases driven partly by the development of feminist and gender studies as academic disciplines. Among the most relevant of the early feminist studies is Moers 1976, which discusses the lasting impact on many female writers of their own childhoods. Avery 1965 is an early historical study of the differing roles of male and female protagonists in children's literature, a topic that Gorham 1982 and Bristow 1991 develop-Gorham focusing on female role models and Bristow on male role models. Nelson 1991 complicates this picture. Works that take authorial gender as a starting point include Brown 1993 and Knoepflmacher 1998, as well as Robson 2003 (cited under Childhood and Sexuality). Ferrall and Jackson 2010 and Rodgers 2016 both make related arguments concerning the production of adolescent girlhood and boyhood in the latter 19th century, whereas Gonzalez 2011 considers gendered forms of identity production in relation to the popular "doll tales" genre aimed at Victorian girls. 's Stories, 1780 -1900 . London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1965 Classic account of child protagonists in juvenile literature. Traces the rise of gender-specific fiction in the period. Argues that the Victorian period produced a new and distinctive idea of the adolescent, which persisted into the 20th century. The authors trace this process primarily through serials and periodicals aimed at boys and girls, such as the Boy's Own Paper and the Girl's Own Paper. Particularly valuable for its original research on these periodicals. Gonzalez, Eugenia. ""I sometimes think she is a spy on all my actions": Dolls, Girls and Disciplinary Surveillance in the Nineteenth-Century Doll Tale." Children's Literature 39 (2011): 33-57.
Avery, Gillian. Nineteenth Century Children: Heroes and Heroines in English Children
Focusing on the minor subgenre of "doll tales," Gonzalez argues that these stories, directed mainly at girls, dramatized and enforced a form of Foucauldian discipline. An interesting example of the way in which literature actively contributed to the production of dominant modes of Victorian childhood. 
Childhood and Sexuality
The essential starting point on this subject is Kincaid 1992, which proposes that virtually all representations of childhood are overtly or covertly sexualized. Kincaid should be read alongside Felman 1977 (cited under Uncanny and Marginal Children) and Rose 1984 (cited under Ideal, Mythical, and Impossible Children) , both sophisticated psychoanalytic readings that engage with childhood sexuality and adult desire. Also in this tradition is Edelman 2004, an influential book that calls for an alternative, queer form of sexuality, as opposed to the "reproductive futurity" of the child. Cox 1996 is worth consulting alongside these works, whereas Robson analyzes the sometimes obsessive fascination with little girls of male Victorian writers, Ruskin and Carroll in particular. Seeks to present a less overtly sexualized reading than Kincaid and others by suggesting that the female child was seen as a developmental stage on the path to full adult masculinity.
Childhood and Society
Although all the sources cited in this article discuss, to some extent, the way in which society views childhood, this section is aimed primarily at framing childhood within wider social, cultural, and economic concerns. Two texts- Cunningham, et al. 2004 and Cunningham 2005 -are included as general introductions to the topic. The references cited under Economics, Law, Empire, and Religion focus on the large, impersonal social forces of economics, law, empire, and religion, while those under Science, Health, and Education consider the fields of science, health, and education, fields that closely examined the minds and bodies of individual children over the course of the 19th century. In addition, Berry 1999 (cited under General Overviews) discusses childhood and society, as well as the Victorian state. Provides a panoramic social history of childhood from 1500 to the early 20th century in the tradition of broad synthesizing accounts such as Ariès 1962 (cited under General Overviews) . Although it is a social history rather than a literary study, the book covers key areas for understanding childhood, including middle-class ideology, family, school, the state, philanthropy, and child exploitation. Ideal, Mythical, and Impossible Children Boas 1966 (cited under General Overviews) and Ariès 1962 , in particular, both offer field-defining analyses of how the impossible ideal of childhood was constructed in the West, with the Victorian era playing a major part. Wilson 1980 and Vann 1982 respond to and develop Ariès's book, whereas Higonnet 1998 discusses a similar topic from an art-historical perspective. Gubar 2009 challenges this narrative, suggesting that Victorian children's literature shifted away from the ideal Romantic child of the early 19th century. Many theoretical studies of childhood and literature are indebted to Rose 1984 , which presents a case for the structural impossibility of fiction that genuinely addresses children. On the way in which the ideal of childhood is both reproduced and threatened by 19th-century fiction, Gorham 1982 (cited under Childhood and Gender) and Malkovich 2013 are informative, as well as parts of Higonnet 1998. Steedman 1995 considers the way in which childhood came to represent an ideal model of the interior self during the period 1780-1930. 
